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Abstract

This study presents an anthropological analysis of the social, ethnic, and religious
structures of Afghanistan. Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach and relying on
library-based and documentary sources, the research examines the dominant social and
cultural patterns shaping Afghan society. The findings indicate that, owing to its
distinctive geographical location and historical trajectory, Afghanistan has long
functioned as a crossroads of diverse ethnic groups, languages, religions, and cultural
traditions. This historical diversity has contributed to the formation of complex social,
ethnic, and religious structures, which have played a decisive role in shaping collective
identity and maintaining social order in the country. As a multicthnic and
multireligious society, Afghanistan has continually experienced dynamic interactions
and persistent challenges arising from relations among various ethnic and religious
groups. This study analyzes patterns of social convergence and divergence, with
particular attention to the roles of ethnicity and religion in the organization of Afghan
society. It further explores how these structural dimensions influence social relations,
processes of cohesion and fragmentation, and the configuration of power relations.
The findings offer a deeper understanding of Afghanistan’s social complexities and
provide a conceptual foundation for a more realistic and nuanced analysis of the
country’s social transformations.
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